Minister Acclaims EHRC Funded Programme

On a recent visit to Merseyside Society for Deaf People, Maria Eagle, Minister of State, had the opportunity to see first hand how the Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC) Interim Grant Project had made a substantial difference to a range of Deaf people and people from BME communities.
 
The programme has helped to achieve cohesion between the Deaf community and the various BME communities in Merseyside.  Maria observed a number of activities including a British Sign Language class and certificate presentations to children and young people. 
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Both Maria and Tim Wainright, Director of EHRC, made full use of the time available to meet face-to-face with participants of the programme, and heard first-hand how the support and training made available on the programme had made a difference to them. Training opportunities included Deaf Equality Action, British Sign Language and Community Leadership. 
 
The participants felt strongly, the need to continue to develop their skills and hoped that funding will be available in future.  All individuals on the BSL Level 1 course had a direct need to be there, either because they or their family members were Deaf or Hard of Hearing. 
 
Both Maria and Tim recognised the value of the programme and confirmed the potential for the programme in the future.
