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WIRRAL PCT AND MERSEYSIDE SOCIETY FOR DEAF PEOPLE WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP

With the support of the Third Sector Innovation Fund, MSDP aims to improve the health of Wirral’s Deaf community and reduce the health inequalities currently experienced.

The Fund is supporting the employment of a Health Advisor for Deaf People, who will engage with community groups and individuals to deliver accessible health advice and support to a variety of Deaf service user groups, for example:

· Profoundly Deaf young people and adults whose first language is Sign Language

· Deaf/Blind people who communicate manually

· Deafened people who may require a variety of communication methods

· Hard of Hearing people who may use lip-speaking or signing to communicate

The programme content will address Government, PCT and community health priorities and ensure the identified target groups receive equitable health information/advice and support. 

The Health Advisor will:

· Work with groups and advise how they can make important lifestyle changes

· Motivate people who want to change certain aspects of their lifestyle or behaviour

· Raise awareness and inform Deaf people about the effects of alcohol misuse and alcohol related conditions

· Be accessible to individuals and groups and work flexibly to meet the needs of individuals within the community

· Deliver support and advice in a way that is understood by community members

· Signpost individuals and/or make referrals to the appropriate agencies

· Ensure Deaf people are aware of local health campaigns

[image: image1.jpg][image: image2.jpg]