MSDP Wirral Centre on the move

In 2004, a building survey on the Grange Road West Centre showed that repairs needed would cost over £95,000. An audit was also completed to identify how the Centre would meet the new access standards set out in the Disability Discrimination Act.

Both these reports left the Society very little option.  There was no budget to pay for the ever-growing repair costs and the Disability Access Report recommended a move from the Centre as our first option.

Throughout this time, the Deaf community was consulted and following various open meetings and two ballots of all members, it was confirmed by the Trustees that it would be necessary to move out of Grange Road West.

In 2005, negotiations began with the Lauries Centre, which is a Wirral Council new building development. The Lauries Centre is located on the corner of Exmouth Street and Claughton Road, Birkenhead - about a quarter of a mile from Grange Road West.

Negotiations are now complete and contracts have been signed for two large rooms on the first floor of the Lauries Centre. One room is being converted into office space and the other room will be used as the community/training/meeting room.

The Lauries Centre houses various organisations similar to MSDP, such as Age Concern and Surestart.  This will be a real advantage to service users who will be able to visit many different service providers in the one centre.  The Lauries Centre also offers many facilities such as a bar, club, games room and cafe, to anyone who wishes to become a member of their club.  Some Deaf people have already joined the club and are using the facilities at the centre.

Plans are well on the way to complete the move into the new Centre and it will take place on 15th February 2007.

We are looking to staying at the Lauries centre for at least the next two years.  During this period we shall have the option to extend our stay or to look for a more permanent centre for Wirral service users.
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The new Lauries Centre, Birkenhead

