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New premises and bright future for Wirral’s Deaf Society

The Wirral branch of the Merseyside Society for Deaf People has moved into new premises at the Lauries Centre in Birkenhead.

Wirral South MP Ben Chapman visited to see how they are settling in to the Wirral Council new building development and to find out more about the charity’s work across the borough. 

In 2004, a building survey on the Grange Road West Centre, the Society’s former home, showed that repairs totalling over £95,000 were needed. An audit was also completed to identify how the Centre would meet the new access standards set out in the Disability Discrimination Act. The only option was to move.

Mr Chapman commented “According to the Department of Health the latest figures for people registered as deaf or hard of hearing in Wirral is 1,720 of which 280 are registered as deaf and 1,440 as hard of hearing. To know there is a resource centre in Wirral, able to support them and promote independent living, as well as acting as their ambassador for delivering changes that will support them in accessing freely the services and career prospects they desire, must be a source of great comfort. I hope the Society settles in well and is comfortable in their new home”.
MSDP Chief Executive, John Brennan, welcomed Mr Chapman’s visit and commented “We are very happy to move into the Laurie’s Centre, which is a modern, purpose-built building and which offers great facilities and houses many other service providers, which will benefit our service users. We have had great support from Wirral Council and the staff at the Laurie’s Centre, to enable this move to happen. Mr Chapman’s interest and support in the Society and its services is most warmly welcomed. I am very enthusiastic about developing a long-standing and productive partnership with both government and local authorities, that will continue to help improve the quality of life for D/deaf, deaf/blind and hard of hearing people throughout Wirral. ”

Mr Chapman’s visit coincided with National Tinnitus Week, a national campaign run by the British Tinnitus Association aimed at raising awareness of the condition experienced by one in ten people across the UK. Tinnitus is the sensation of a sound in the ear or head not produced by an external source. At present neither drugs nor can surgery cure tinnitus. Celebrity sufferers include Bill Clinton, Cher, Phil Collins and BBC Radio 2's Johnnie Walker.

Mr Chapman continued, “That my visit coincided with National Tinnitus Week is a welcome opportunity to raise awareness of this neglected condition Unfortunately Wirral does not have its own Tinnitus Association so my message to sufferers would be to use the resources and support of the MSDP for information on what help is available.”
Ends

Notes to Editor: Photo, from left, shows Dave James Head of HR, John Brennan, Chief Executive, Ben Chapman MP and John Ward from the Merseyside Society for Deaf People at The Lauries in Birkenhead.
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